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Youth Voice! The Results Speak for Themselves
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Ready by 21: The Shift
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Just Kids: Reducing Youth Prosecution & Incarceration

CLIA has been a lead partner in the Just Kids Partnership to End the Automatic Prosecution of Youth in
Adult Courts, bringing the voice and input of youth involved in the criminal justice system to the debate
about youth in adult courts and jails, for over a year. Recently, Just Kids made two important strides in the
effort to reduce youth prosecution and incarceration.

Just Kids leads a large group of Baltimore youth-
serving organizations, which demanded that the
State reconsider its plan to build a new pre-trial
detention center for Baltimore youth charged as
adults and find more effective ways to serve at-risk
youth. The alliance met with hundreds of
community residents to determine fair and just
alternatives to the construction of the jail that
would produce revenue for the City, generate unity
within the communities, and ensure a return on
the investment that would promote a safer, better
Baltimore.

Last month, a study completed by the independent, non-partisan National Council on Crime and
Delinquency, showed that the building planned by the Governor was much too large for the need. In
addition, the Council demonstrated that even small policy or practice changes made by the courts and
legislature would significantly reduce the number of youth that would need to be detained by the jail.
Just Kids continues to push for the Governor's administration to stop construction of this jail, make the
policy changes outlined in the Council's study to reduce the need for a jail, and to spend the money
currently earmarked for the jail on more efficient, better community programs.

CLIA also reached out through a Mother's Day Outreach card campaign, which gave incarcerated youth in
Maryland's adult jails and prisons the opportunity to send Mother's Day messages to members of their
families and invited these family members to join the effort to stop youth from being charged as adults.
CLIA sent out 48 cards to families all over Baltimore and has already heard from families who want to
become involved and planned a similar campaign for Father's Day. Engaging youth and families in the
campaign is necessary to accomplish the goal of stopping the automatic prosecution of youth as adults in
Maryland and is CLIA's primary focus.

Please contact Kara Aanenson at kara@cliayouth.org for more information about Just Kids.
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Congratulations Class of 2011!
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Harlem Park Community Garden: Finally taking root...

Law and Leadership Academy: Spotlight on NAF
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beneficial the law academy could be, not only for those interested in the legal profession, but for any
college-bound student.

In the afternoon, students participated in a law-themed scavenger hunt that included stops at the Public
Defender, the Federal Courthouse, and City Hall, learning about what goes on in buildings they see every
day and their role in the legal community. The great mix of participants showed students what they could
look forward to if they joined the Law and Leadership Academy.

If you would like to find out more about this particular event or CLIA's work in schools please contact
Raquel Rodriguez at raquel@cliayouth.org.

Our 4™ Annual Power to Spare coming this Fall!

Stay tuned for next month’s newsletter! In the meantime,
visit our website at www.cliayouth.org.
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